


C H A P T E R  F I V E

Rescuing the Gateway 
to the National Seashore

The proposed Point Reyes N ational Seashore is a miserable hodge

podge o f  conflicting ownerships. I  don’t know  i f  we can save it.

— Peter Behr, C hairm an , “Save O u r  Seashore” 1969

W
ith o u t realizing he w ould  set o ff a speculative land  b o o m , Pres

ident John F. K ennedy in 1962 signed b o th  the  P oin t Reyes 

N ational Seashore an d  the  W arm  Springs D am  bills. We p re 

dicted then  tha t cheap Russian River w ater w ould  open  the arid  M arin- 

Sonom a coast, including the  N ational Seashore, to u rb a n  sprawl.

By 1967 A udubon  C anyon Ranch’s purchases an d  the Kent Island coup 

had  helped secure the  Bolinas Lagoon as a wild an d  unspoiled  sou th e rn  gate

way to  the still incom plete N ational Seashore. The huge Bolinas m arin a  and  

M ary S um m er’s M aster Plan were dead; nevertheless, Stan Picher and  I felt 

th a t the  Ranch should  quickly purchase  as m u ch  as possible o f  the  Bolinas 

Ridge to also guard  the seashore en trance from  developm ent an d  help assure 

its com pletion. There were still the th reats  o f  shoreline an d  ridgeline free

ways— and  the im p o rta tio n  o f  water.

The Galloway Ranch— Key to the Puzzle

Two wild and  beautiful ranches flanked the A udu b o n  C anyon Ranch, 

the Galloway Ranch to  the n o r th  and  the  T h o m p so n  Ranch to the  south. 

Both had  frontage on  the  lagoon an d  b o th  extended nearly to the  top  o f  the 

Bolinas Ridge. The Galloway Ranch also held p a r t  o f  the Bolinas-Fairfax 

Road, w hich was p lanned  by the state to be tu rn ed  in to  a steep connecting  

freeway betw een the  shoreline a n d  ridgeline freeways.

I knew  b o th  owners, b u t  w ould  they  sell, an d  could  we afford the  prices?

The Galloway Ranch (also know n  as Pikes Gulch) figured in the  co u n ty ’s

B y  1962 A u d u b o n  C a n 

yo n  R anch’s Bolinas 

Lagoon Preserve was 

established w ith  head 

quarters in the center 

canyon, g iv in g  us 

leverage against the  

p la n n ed  ridgetop and  

shoreline freeways.

O u r n ex t step was to 

purchase the canyons 

on either side, p lus  

m uch o f  the shoreline.
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This map, obtained a t 

state freew ay hearings 

in 1960, shows the route  

north o f  the proposed  

coast freew ay along the  

Bolinas Lagoon towards 

Point Reyes Station.

The freew ay w ould  have  

increased already ram 

p a n t  land speculation, 

hastened developm ent, 

a n d  preven ted  the p u r 

chase o f  the N a tiona l  

Seashore (left) a n d  the 

Golden Gate N a tiona l  

Recreation Area (right) 

in 1972.

early p lan  th a t w ould  have carved the  Bolinas Ridge in to  ranchettes w ith  

views o f  Point Reyes an d  the  Farallones Islands.

Since 1941, the Galloways h ad  ow ned the Bolinas Ridge from  the  Boli- 

nas-Fairfax Road sou th  to and  including  the  C anyon Ranch, w hich they  later 

sold to  Tevis. Allen Galloway, a no ted  geologist, created  the  exhibit on  the 

San Andreas Fault in the  R anch’s display hall. His wife M ary  was a descen- 

dent o f  an old M arin  family.

W ith  H aro ld  S u m m er’s expansive freeway ne tw ork  on  the  Bolinas Ridge 

bu rn in g  in m y brain , I called on  M ary  Galloway. As a result o f  th a t  first 

m eeting, she an d  Allen sold us the ir tidelands, recognizing the ir  im portance  

in preserving the lagoon. Later the  Ranch dona ted  th em  to the  coun ty  as the 

first un its  in a Shoreline Park. Next, we persuaded  the Galloways to split 

their ranch  from  top  to b o tto m , from  ridge to lagoon, selling us sixty-seven 

acres o f  the  sou th e rn  half, w hich gave us m ore  road  frontage on  state H ig h 

way 1. We insisted at the tim e o f  th a t sale th a t the  Galloways agree to give the

P T  R E Y E S  S T AT IO N

WOOD V! L t
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S TINSON BEACH

The proposed freew ay  

through Stinson Beach 

w ould  have sliced 

through the heronry  

as i t  crossed the bluffs 

o f  Bolinas Lagoon.

A n  expanded  freew ay  

headed south  to devel

o p m en t in the M arin  

H eadlands p a s t Green 

Gulch. The rapid  

grow th o f  both counties 

was needed to p a y  fo r  

W arm  Springs D am , 

au thorized  in 1962, and  

P G & E ’s nuclear pow er  

p la n t  in Bodega Bay.

A udubon  C anyon Ranch the  r igh t o f  first refusal to  purchase the  rest o f  the ir  

ranch, abou t tw o h u n d red  acres, w hich  included  p a r t  o f  the  connecto r 

between the ridge an d  shoreline freeway, the  Bolinas-Fairfax Road.

O n  a rainy Saturday m o rn in g  in 1967, Stan, o u r  architect, Jack H e r 

m ann , a surveyor, an d  I struggled up  the  steep hillside covered w ith  po ison  

oak an d  chaparral to  set the stakes w ith  the  Galloways th a t w ould  split the 

parcel into two parcels. We argued  like school children  back an d  forth  over 

every rock, tree and  prom ontory , an d  finally, to  the  p ro fo u n d  dism ay o f  o u r  

surveyor, agreed on  a very crooked  line. We paid  for the  sixty-seven acres 

w ith  an am azing gift o f  forty  th o u san d  dollars from  the  estate o f  M ax Lewis 

and  Elizabeth Sprang. These were benefactors w ho had  heard  ab o u t the 

R anch’s work. T heir will included  the following wisdom :

To preserve in a w ild  state various and sundry places so tha t the present 

and fu tu re  generations o f  Americans and  visitors m ay enjoy, in part 

at least, nature unharnessed by m an fo r  use and profit. Such “living
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Aububon Canyon Ranch 
Purchases, Gifts, and Leases 
on Bolinas Lagoon

Phase III.
A dditional  
Purchases

Galloway Ranch,
278 acres,
1966 an d  1971

T h o m p so n  Ranch,
234 acres, 1968

In 1967, the remaining 111 acres o f  Kent 

Island were purchased by the Audubon 

Canyon Ranch, The Nature Conservancy, 

and the Marin Conservation League and 

donated to the County o f  Marin.

m useum s” are precious and irreplaceable fo r  their scientific, educa

tional and  aesthetic values. They frequently afford the only hom e fo r  a 

m ultitude o f  living things that m ight otherwise vanish from  the earth, 

destroyed by civilization.

Pardow  H o o p er p u t the sale in escrow, an d  only  then  did  Stan an d  1 

breathe easily. A short tim e later the  Galloways m oved to San Francisco and  

sold us the rest o f  the ir land  for $2 1 0 , 0 0 0  u n d e r  the te rm s o f  o u r  agreem ent. 

N ow their wilderness ranch , where cougar sightings were com m on , was safe.

W ith  o u r  acquisition o f  the Galloway ranch  an d  the Tevis ranch, the 

pieces o f  the  gigantic Bolinas Ridge puzzle were beginning  to  lock in to  place. 

The freeway th rea t was fading away. The state w ould  be foolish to  a ttem p t to 

condem n  lands for freeways from  four publicly pow erful A udu b o n  C h ap 

ters. A udubon  Canyon Ranch now  controlled  the sou th e rn  porta l to the 

Point Reyes N ational Seashore.

For years now, the A udubon  C anyon Ranch has leased the Galloway 

ranch  house to  the Point Reyes Bird O bservatory  for just one dollar per year. 

The O bservatory  carries o u t b ird  research on  the  Farallones Islands and  

m any  o ther parts  o f  the world. O u r board  has deem ed this a w orthw hile  use 

o f  the buildings, b u t the rest o f  the  land  rem ains wild.

To preserve the gatew ay  

to the proposed P oint 

Reyes N a tio n a l Seashore 

and  give us more fro n t 

age on H ighw ay 1, the 

R anch purchased the 

Galloway R anch ad ja 

cent to the north and  

the Thom pson Ranch  

to the south. B y  1971, 

the R anch had grow n  

to 1,017 strategic acres, 

ending  the threat o f  

freeways, subdivisions, 

a nd  m arinas in the 

Bolinas watershed. We 

renam ed the Thom pson  

R anch Volunteer C a n 

yon  after the 1971 oil 

spill, a n d  nam ed  the 

canyon to the north o f  

the heronry in honor  

o f  The Garden Clubs 

o f  America.
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Strange Suitors for Enid’s Ranch

The Enid T h o m p so n  Ranch (the old Weeks Ranch), now  V olunteer 

Canyon just sou th  o f  the  A udubon  C anyon Ranch o n  H ighw ay 1, was next 

on m y agenda. It was steeply forested, had  a small creek ru n n in g  th ro u g h  it, 

an d  conta ined  a lush m eadow  d o tted  w ith  ancien t apple trees. A large grove 

o f  alders in a bog blocked the view o f  the  land  from  Highway 1. A trail c o n 

nected to the Griffin Trail on  the C anyon Ranch an d  passed perhaps the 

largest buckeye tree in the  Bolinas w atershed. T he  T h o m p so n s  had  restored 

the V ictorian house, w ith  w indow s looking o u t on  coveys o f  

quail and  herds o f  deer feeding in the m eadow. T he land  was 

rich in chaparral hab ita t and  deserved to be preserved.

If it h ad n ’t been for two elderly patients o f  m ine  from  

Bolinas, the  A udubon  C anyon Ranch w ould  never have go t

ten the chance to purchase Enid T h o m p so n ’s ranch. Enid was 

a C hristian  Scientist w ho, in the  late sixties, chauffeured her 

two friends “over the hill” in her lim ousine  from  Bolinas to 

m y office. We becam e friends, and  she w ould  occasionally ask 

m y medical advice, rew arding m e w ith  a crate o f  apples from  

the ancient trees th a t thrive to  this day in her m eadow.

But Enid was a closer friend o f  H urfo rd  Sharon, the 

head o f  the  local C hristian  Science C hurch , w ho had  a real 

estate office in dow ntow n Bolinas. H e lived righ t in tow n on  

Brighton Avenue, where he was widely know n as the m an 

who had cut dow n “the squawkers’ trees,” a row o f  ancient 

cypresses near the tennis courts  where a large colony o f  noisy Black-crowned 

N ight-H erons had  roosted after the ir  nightly  forage in  the  lagoon.

Enid said th a t Sharon w anted her to sell her ranch, retire modestly, and  

donate  pa rt o f  the proceeds to  the  church  build ing  fund. But she began to 

switch sides after we bou g h t the Tevis ranch  in  1961.

I believe I m ay have wrecked Sharon’s plans for E n id ’s ranch, w hich we 

feared w ould be subdivided. For five years I to ld  Enid th a t her boun tifu l 

canyon an d  chaparral-covered hills, w ith  the steep redw ood and  fir forests 

beyond, should  be pro tec ted  as a living cathedral. It d id n ’t  h u r t  th a t we 

prom ised  to  pay cash tha t w ould  enable her to get o u t o f  foggy Bolinas and  

retire to Pebble Beach, where she had  m any  friends. Still, we never really 

dream ed we w ould  be able to afford her ranch.

O n  O ctober 28, 1968, du ring  m y tenure  as land acquisitions chair o f  

A udubon  C anyon Ranch, Enid called m e at m y m edical office. As soon  as I

Stately  birds such as 

this Great Egret migrate  

th roughou t the Bay  

Area. For the birds’ 

protection, A C R  

volunteers m on itor  

colonies o f  Great Egrets, 

Great B lue Herons, 

Snow y Egrets, a n d  

Black-crow ned N igh t- 

H erons in seven B ay  

A rea counties, super

vised by biologist John 

Kelly.
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I f  A ud u b o n  C anyon  

Ranch had  no t acted in 

1961, a decade before 

the federal governm ent, 

these rolling hills on 

Bolinas Lagoon could 

have been covered w ith  

two-acre ranchettes all 

the w ay north to the  

Sonom a-M endocino  

border, u rbanizing  the  

north  coast o f  C alifornia  

like m uch  o f  Southern  

California.

got on  the ph o n e  she tu rn e d  m e over to  her lawyer, A aron C ohen. “Mrs. 

T ho m p so n  is anxious to  m ove to a w arm er climate. She says she will offer 

the  ranch  to A udubon  first. She will give you  a week to  see if  you can swing 

it. She doesn’t w ant Mr. Sharon to know  un til the  deal is finished.” This 

sounded  great until C ohen  to ld  m e her price: $300,000 for 132 acres! T hat 

was th ree tim es as m u ch  p e r  acre as we h ad  paid  for the  503 Tevis acres just 

four years before.

But the ranch  was such a prize, we knew  som eone w ould  buy  it the 

m inu te  it h it the m arket. I consu lted  w ith  Stan Picher, M arin  A udu b o n  Soci

ety president Howie Allen, an d  George Peyton, o u r  a ttorney; we decided to 

have Pardow  H o o p er give us an  appraisal an d  m ake Enid  an  offer.

Paul Newell, m y friend o f  m any  years at the  title com pany, said he w ould  

hand le  the  escrow at ha lf  price; H ooper, o u r  real estate expert, o rdered  a su r 

vey o f  the property. To o u r  am azem ent he fo u n d  th a t the steep w ooded  val

ley and  ridge was 234 acres, n o t 132. Fudging acreage on  tax bills was n o t an 

u n c o m m o n  practice to reduce p ro p e rty  taxes in  wicked old M arin.

Pardow  th en  did  a careful appraisal an d  cam e up  w ith  a price o f  

$210,000. We au thorized  h im  to  m ake Enid a firm  offer an d  o n  N ovem ber 

22,1968, she accepted. T he one  cond ition  she insisted on  was th a t the  ranch
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be kept intact, used only by A udubon  for wildlife p ro tec tion  a n d  education, 

and  never sold o r subdivided. We agreed.

Volunteer Canyon Named

The prized canyon finally belonged to  the Ranch and  Enid m oved south. 

T hen  began a frenzy o f  p lann ing  and  fundraising. To accom m odate  over

n igh t wildlife education  p rogram s, architect Clifford C only  rem odeled  the 

T hom pson  farm house  to create a reference library, a m eeting  an d  film room , 

a large kitchen, an d  a rustic  bun k h o u se  on  the  m eadow ’s edge. To pay the  

costs, Stan Picher an d  Jack H arp er ob ta ined  a m atch ing  $50,000 g ran t from  

the W hittell Estate th ro u g h  the  N ational A udubon  Society.

The canyon was later renam ed  from  Weeks Gulch to Volunteer Canyon 

in h o n o r  o f  those w ho helped clean up  Bolinas Lagoon and  its b irds after 

the huge S tandard  Oil tanker spill off the Coast in 1971. Z um i helped in the 

dram atic  b ird  rescue w hich involved blocking the  Lagoon’s en trance  w ith  

roped-together bales o f  hay. M im i’s an d  m y house on  W h a rf  Road at the  

Lagoon’s m o u th  was used as headquarters for the  oil cleanup.

Stan and  I set ou t together to raise the  $210,000 as quickly as possible. 

We d id n ’t w ant the purchase price hanging  over o u r heads. Stan sent o u t a 

letter, b rief and  to the  poin t, to  o u r  supporters  an d  friends. After the oil spill, 

S tandard  Oil dona ted  twenty-five th o u san d  dollars tow ard the purchase for 

m itigation  and  sent a college classmate o f  m ine  to  deliver it.

The R anch  used this 

assessor’s parcel m ap  

in 1961 to purchase  

available tideland lots 

a round  the periphery  o f  

the Lagoon fo r  w ildlife  

habitat. To p reven t  

their condem nation  by  

the H arbor D istric t we  

donated  them  to C oun ty  

Parks, now  the Open  

Space District. The  

R anch still ow ns a ten- 

acre parcel on K ent 

Island (lower right).
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Before th a t I pulled off a financial feat th a t  left Stan gasping. As 

described in C hap ter O ne, at just ab o u t this tim e I had  ob ta ined  a gift o f  four 

acres o f  Rosie’s Bluff and  tidelands o n  R ichardson  Bay after a visit w ith  the 

owner, H arry  M arshall, in Chicago. A rm ed  w ith  this valuable gift, I p h o n ed  

Charles Callison, p resident o f  N ational A ud u b o n  Society, to tell h im  this gift 

was for his organization. He was overw helm ed. T hen  I asked the big ques

tion, “W ould N ational A udubon  m ake a fifteen th o u san d  dollar gift to  ou r 

Canyon Ranch education  fund  and  extend to  us a $100,000 low -interest loan 

for the  T h o m p so n  purchase?” H e said, “Yes!” on  the  spot. W ith  b o th  deals 

concluded, a bench  was nam ed  for M arshall’s wife an d  placed on  the 

Richardson Bay bluff, Enid got her m o n ey  sooner, and  Pardow  got his c o m 

m ission o f  twelve th o u san d  dollars (we figured he had  saved us m ore  than  

$150,000). M arshall flew o u t for the  bench  dedication.

Celebrating Pardow’s Skills

Today rural H ighw ay 1 

is still a tw o-lane w in d 

ing road rather than a 

four-lane  freew ay w ith  

a bridge across Bolinas 

Lagoon to a m arina  on 

K ent Island.

Pardow  H ooper, o u r  real estate broker, th en  helped  us acquire two small 

b u t vital parcels on  Highway 1 th a t  h ad  once been p a r t  o f  the  T h o m p so n  

ranch. The first was an  acre w ith  a small house  on  it 

th a t was ow ned by M rs. Sylvia C rim m ins, a tiny,

eccentric elderly lady w ho wore a beanie w ith  a p ro 

peller on  top. She sold the  p ro p e rty  to us w hen  she 

m oved to Texas. W ith  a gift from  E leanor Evans 

C rum , a close friend o f  Stan Picher, the  house  was 

m oved back from  the  highway for use as na tura list 

housing.

Second, to o u r  aston ishm ent, Pardow  researched 

a parcel th a t bordered  a large b en d  in the  o ld  coun ty  

road  parallel to Highway 1 . The T hom psons  had  sold

this p ro p erty  years before to  the  State H ighway

D epartm en t w ith  a cond ition  th a t if the  highway was m oved the  parcel 

w ould revert to them . The bureaucra ts  were dism ayed w hen Pardow  proved

from  old deeds th a t this parcel had  now  reverted to  A udu b o n  Canyon

Ranch. The parcel gave us m ore  strategic frontage on  Highway 1 to  fight the 

freeway, plus ro o m  for a beautiful park ing  lo t lined w ith  alder. We celebrated 

Pardow ’s skills at a large party  in his honor.

The Ranch now  ow ned four o f  the eight canyons on  the sou thern

Bolinas Ridge, all bo rdering  Highway 1. The only  rem ain ing  th reats  to the

ridge were the Knox Finley an d  Leonard ranches. But w ith o u t water, sewer,
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freeway o r m arina, subdivisions there  were impossible. Eventually the  G ol

den Gate N ational Recreation Area acquired  these parcels a n d  today  the 

Bolinas basin, lagoon, m arshlands, and  ridge are secure. I often w onder 

w hat the area w ould  look like today if the A udu b o n  C anyon Ranch had  

never been created.

The Ranch’s land purchases and  the defeat o f  the  H arb o r  D istrict m ade 

possible the  scientific m anagem ent p lan  for the  Bolinas w atershed from  

ridgetop to ridgetop tha t was developed by the  C onservation  F oundation  o f  

W ashington D.C. in 1968. This study  is still being used as the  basis for w ate r

shed m anagem ent plans for the Bolinas Basin.

However, there were a few o ther serious threats th a t needed a tten tion  in 

this pa rt o f  West M arin . The shoo ting  o f  eagles and  hawks an d  logging on  

the Bolinas Ridge had to be stopped. T he con tinued  d u m p in g  o f  raw  sewage 

into the Bolinas Lagoon was intolerable, as was the  senseless cu tting  o f  peely 

m adrones for firewood.

Stopping the d u m p in g  o f  garbage in to  Bolinas Lagoon took  m any  years. 

Finally, in 1994 the rem nan ts  o f  the  S tinson Beach d u m p  were rem oved and  

the channel dredged w ith  great co m m u n ity  fanfare, reflecting a p ro fo u n d  

change in the environm enta l ethic o f  West M arin  in the  years since A udubon  

Canyon Ranch was purchased and  the  so u th e rn  gateway to the  Point Reyes 

N ational Seashore was secured.

The N a tio n a l A u d u b o n  

Society has grow n fro m  

a sm all group o f  bird  

guardians to an  effect

ive na tiona l advocate  

o f  ecosystem preserva

tion w ith  chapters in 

m a n y  states a n d  coun 

ties. Its participa tion  

was critical in  saving  

M ono  Lake. Recently  

it created A u d u b o n -  

C alifornia to preserve 

large w ildlife corridors 

including the 12,000 

acre M ayacam as  

M o u n ta in  Sanctuary  

in the Russian River 

headwaters.
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C H A P T E R  S I X

Zumie-The Sage of 
Audubon Canyon Ranch

The people m ost likely to m ake a success o f  saving the p lanet will not 

be fo u n d  in large international bodies, bu t in small grassroots 

organizations caring fo r  their own lands and  water.

— Barbara Crossette, The N ew  York Times, 1992 Rio Conference

I
t ’s am azing tha t I w asn’t d ru m m e d  o u t o f  the  M arin  M edical Society for 

proselytizing m y patients to w ork  for, donate  funds to, o r  serve o n  the 

b oard  o f  A udubon  C anyon Ranch. Everyone w ho  cam e th ro u g h  m y 

office was assessed for the ir po ten tia l to  “help save Bolinas Lagoon.” Clerin 

Zum w alt was m y greatest success. Z u m w a lt  m eans “to the  forest,” an d  Zum ie 

fit his name: com pact build , tan n ed  face, capable hands, reliable. Z um ie 

rem inded  one o f  an  articulate oak. M oreover, he  was a forester.

W hen I first m et Zum ie, he was a W estern Regional C h ief o f  the US F or

est Service in charge o f  range analysis for the  California region, an d  stuck in 

an office in  dow ntow n San Francisco. Every w ork  day he was subjected to 

the daily g rind  o f  com m uting , w ith  thousands o f  others, from  his h o m e  in 

the suburban  tracts o f  G reenbrae. Fie to ld  m e then  th a t he longed  to w ork  

again in the  w ide open  spaces o f  U tah  o r Colorado, o r  even California. 

Besides being an  expert naturalist, wildlife pho to g rap h er an d  raconteur, 

Zum ie, I learned, was one o f  the na tion ’s experts in soil science, forest, grass

land, and  wildlife m anagem ent. He h ad  spent tw enty-three  years w ith  the 

US Soil C onservation  Service.

W hat good fortune! W hen we b o u g h t A udu b o n  C anyon Ranch, it was a 

soil scientist’s d re a m — or n igh tm are. It sat o n  an  unstable, eroding ridge on 

a m oving fault. The forests had  been overcut, the m eadow s overgrazed, and  

the creeks were sliding in to  the  lagoon. O nce Z um ie visited he was hooked; 

he saw his life’s w ork  cut o u t for him .

His wife Alis was also a pa tien t o f  m ine, and  I had  a consu lta tion  w ith

This peaceful in le t o f  

Bolinas Lagoon barely 

escaped p lans by  the  

A rm y  Corps o f  E ngi

neers to dredge it  fo r  

a m arina  a n d  build  

a rock je t ty  in to  the  

Pacific Ocean. This 

w ould  have e lim ina ted  

the sandsp it where the 

rare Snow y Plover 

lays its eggs.
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Snow y Egrets, a n d  one 

Great Egret, feed  in this 

fifteen-acre marsh by 

Redw ood H igh School. 

I t  was one o f  the few  

marshes to survive the  

bulldozers in eastern 

M arin .

th em  together. “Z u m i e I  said, “ is having som e chest pain, an d  it w ould  be 

best if  he d id n ’t  com m ute  any m ore. If  he m ust, perhaps he could  stop

som ew here and  relax un til the  traffic has cleared.” Alis, a beautiful, flaxen

haired, exuberan t w om an  was alarm ed. “Never in  your life!” T hen  I m ade 

m y point. I suggested th a t Z um ie  take early re tirem ent at age fifty-two and  

com e to w ork  for the Ranch as o u r  first pa id  naturalist.

T hus began Z um ie’s association w ith  A udu b o n  C anyon Ranch, w hich 

lasted for m ore  th an  three decades. D uring  this tim e 

Z um ie also served as land  m anager for the  M arin  

M unicipal W ater D istrict, expert witness for the 

Ranch, teacher, photographer, h istorian , an d  consu l

tan t for land-use  studies o f  b o th  Bolinas Lagoon and  

Tomales Bay. He served o n  the  Ranch bo ard  for m ore 

th a n  tw enty  years. A nd after he to o k  the  R anch job  in 

1965, thousands o f  people  enriched  the ir  lives by 

walking along the  Bolinas Ridge and  Bolinas Lagoon 

w ith  Zum ie, a m a n  carved by  w ind, sun, an d  the 

m o rn in g  fog. W hat Z um ie gave th em  was a love o f 

na tu re  so pure, so cultivated, so filled w ith  h u m o r  an d  w isdom  th a t he h im 

self becam e a treasure. H e tra in ed  h u n d red s  o f  docents to be valuable teach 

ers and  leaders in wildlife protection .

But w hen Z um ie  first cam e to w ork  at the  Ranch, there  were pressing 

problem s to resolve: eagle shooting, logging, erosion, an d  the cu tting  o f  

peely m adrones. Taking advantage o f  his talents, I im m ediately  engaged 

Z um ie in three skirmishes on  the Bolinas Ridge th a t I had  for years w anted  

to confron t head-on .

The Last Great Eagle Shoot

D ead eagles an d  hawks nailed up  o n  fences w ith  the ir wings ou tsp read  

were a co m m o n  sight in West M arin  w hen  we purchased  the  C anyon Ranch. 

Some o f  the  ranchers, especially those w ho  raised sheep, considered these 

birds lam b predators and  shot th em  on  sight.

The Bolinas Ridge an d  the headlands overlooking the  G olden Gate are 

on  one o f  the great rap to r  rou tes o f  California. In the  fall, thousands o f  birds 

o f  prey  m igrate  sou th  along this rou te  and  cross San Francisco Bay near 

its narrow  m o u th . Sharp-sh inned , cooper, an d  redtail hawks go by in great 

num bers, as does the  occasional G olden Eagle.

In the late sixties, the Bald Eagle, o u r na tional symbol, was th reatened
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w ith  extinction. In the U nited  States they  were dow n to four h u n d red  pairs, 

and  the federal governm ent listed th em  as an  endangered  species. At state

h o o d  a cen tu ry  earlier they  had  nested  along the  w ater courses o f  M arin  

County, b u t loggers and  farm ers cut dow n m ost o f  the ir  ancestral nesting 

trees o r shot the birds o n  sight.

In 1965, Leroy M artinelli had  the  dub ious h o n o r  o f 

shooting two eagles, one apparen tly  the  last Bald Eagle 

reported  in M arin. This shoo ting  occurred  o n  his 

fa ther’s sheep ranch, high on  the Bolinas Ridge o n  the 

east shore o f  Tomales Bay. Leroy was hau led  in to  fed 

eral court for shooting  the  national em blem  w ith o u t a 

perm it b u t  was acquitted  w ith  the help o f  lawyers from  

the pow erful W ool Growers Association. Two years 

later, he again spotted  several eagles feeding on  a lam b 

carcass. He called Loren Parcher o f  the  US Fish &

Wildlife Service, w ho obliged an d  gave h im  a p e rm it to 

shoot three. Leroy p rom ptly  shot one b ird  w ith  a six- 

foot w ingspread an d  called the newspaper. His pho to  

w ith  the dead G olden Eagle, w ings outspread , appeared 

on  the front page.

The outraged  public d em anded  a p e rm an en t stop 

to eagle killing, b u t  there was no  action. Incredibly, no 

one had  inspected M artine lli’s ranch  to see why it 

attracted  so m any G olden Eagles, w hich m igrate  sou th  

from  the Eel River each w in ter looking  for food. These

Clerin Z u m w a lt, a soil 

scientist, was our m u ch 

loved R anch naturalist 

a n d  sage fo r  th ir ty  years. 

H undreds o f  inner-city  

schoolchildren who had  

never been in the w ild  

before were transform ed  

by ram bling  w ith  Z u m i  

along the trails o f  A u d u 

bon C anyon Ranch.

great birds, w ith  golden headfeathers glistening in the

sun, search the land below  for rabbits an d  g ro u n d  squirrels. They are in fact

the fa rm er’s best friends for keeping roden ts  u n d e r  control.

O n  D ecem ber 23, 1967, I persuaded  C lerin  Zum w alt to  visit the 

M artinelli ranch  w ith  m e to  inspect the  pasture  there. At the tim e, I was 

chairm an  o f  the E nvironm enta l H ealth  C om m ittee  for M arin  County. M a r

tinelli’s father, w h o m  I had  m et at an inspection  o f  his landfill d u m p  the year 

before after a com plain t o f  po llu tion  in  Tomales Bay, agreed to let m e 

inspect. I rem inded  h im  th a t his cousin  Rod was o u r  a tto rney  at the Ross 

Hospital.

W ith o u t know ing w hat he was getting into, Z um ie agreed to go. Being 

plucky b u t  n o t foolish, we asked C onstable McLean o f  the  small tow n o f  

Point Reyes Station to go w ith  us. We fo u n d  Leroy in his p ickup  truck  w ith 

a rifle in the back window. We m et his father on  the top  o f  a hill b eh in d  the
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Rancher Leroy M a rtin -  

elli displays a Golden 

Eagle shot on his fa th e r ’s 

ranch on Tomales Bay. 

W hen this photograph  

appeared in the local 

paper, the public  outcry  

m arked a tu rn ing  p o in t  

in county  sentim ent.

The shooting stopped  

a n d  som e o f  the ranch

ers’ wives later became 

Ranch docents.

dum p. Sheep were everywhere.

Z um ie discovered tha t Leroy had  the  im possible task o f  looking  after 

four th o u san d  steep acres an d  eighteen h u n d re d  ewes, an d  seldom  could  go 

on  the range where lam bing took  place. Instead, he had  been  checking his 

lam bs by long-distance from  the  road. O n  fu rth e r  questioning, Zum ie 

learned th a t the n ine  h u n d re d  ewes on  the  ad joining ranch  were losing m any

o f  the ir lam bs because the ir  ow ner had  only  been 

show ing up  once a week d u ring  the  lam bing 

season. Z um ie  deduced  th a t dogs and  inadequate  

feed, n o t the  eagles, were the  m ain  killers o f  b o th  

the adult sheep an d  the  lam bs. All the delectable 

carcasses littering the two ranches were a ttracting  

goldens as well as vultures, he concluded.

Z um ie  also n o ted  th a t the  cond ition  o f  the 

range was less th an  ideal; he saw overgrazing and  

erosion. H e po in ted  this o u t tactfully to  the elder 

M artinelli, w ho  said, “Look, we’re getting o u t  o f  the 

sheep business in  a year o r two. A nd  I p rom ise  you 

th a t no m ore  eagles will be shot on  this ranch.” 

“H ow  ab o u t hawks?”

“No hawks either!”

All o f  us, inc luding Leroy, shook  hands. This 

proved to be a tu rn in g  p o in t for ranchers in the 

area, since the M artinellis and  M cLean were well 

know n.

In case they  reneged, Z um ie  an d  I then  form ed 

a com m ittee to  “Protect the  Soaring Birds o f  West M arin.” We held th ree  or 

four meetings, received a lo t o f  publicity, and  then  d isbanded  since the

killing had  stopped. Two years later, to  o u r  joy, a Bald Eagle was spo tted  fly

ing over Tomales Bay.

Today, there are probably  no  Bald Eagles breed ing  in  M arin  County. 

However, the  nationw ide co u n t in 1993 was 4,016 pairs, a long w ith  several 

thousand  juveniles. M any m ore  eagles th an  th a t live in Alaska. W ith  this 

comeback, the Bald Eagle is being reclassified n o t  as endangered  b u t  as 

threatened, a less serious category, so the  1973 E ndangered  Species Act has 

w orked for Bald Eagles as it has for gray whales along the  Pacific Coast.

G olden Eagles were never o n  the  endangered  list. Occasionally, an  in d i

vidual b ird  has m arau d ed  the  egret h e ro n ry  and  killed the young there, 

sending the h e ro n ry  in to  decline.
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W hen Z u m ie  a n d  I  

were ru n n in g  around  

the coun ty  try ing  to save 

eagles, m adrone trees, 

a n d  salt marshes, the  

Pacific Sun  labeled 

m e the “nature  doctor.” 

Here Z u m ie  (left) a n d  I  

are exp la in ing  to Frank  

M iller (center), Trustee 

fo r  the Tam alpais School 

District, w h y  this marsh  

should  be cleaned up  

a n d  saved fo r  the R ed 

w ood H igh School s tu 

d en ts’ biology classes.

Illegal Logging on the Bolinas Ridge

To pro tect the  Bolinas Lagoon w atershed from  erosion, we had  to  stop 

the logging th a t  was p lanned  for Dr. Ethel R ighetti’s ranch  o n  the  Bolinas 

Ridge in 1969. This b itte r fight cam e ju s t tw o years after we had  given Kent 

Island and  its perim eter to the coun ty  as a park. Because the coun ty  now  

controlled the  lagoon, all five coun ty  supervisors, led by Peter Arrigoni, cam e 

into this battle w ith  guns blazing. T hey  assigned D oug Maloney, o u r  astute 

coun ty  counsel, an d  coun ty  p lan n er Sol Silver, to  lead the  battle  against 

ridgetop logging. Their w ork  led to a new  Logging an d  Q u arry in g  O rd i

nance for all o f  M arin  County, one o f  the first o f  its k ind  in  the  state a n d  a 

regulation th a t becam e a m odel for o th e r counties.

Dr. R ighetti’s heavily tim bered  p ro p erty  sat above the  O lem a Valley, 

which was created by the unstable  San A ndreas fault. Because the ranch  

straddled the valley’s divide, ha lf  o f  it d ra ined  sou thw ard  in to  Bolinas 

Lagoon three miles away and  the o ther ha lf  d ra ined  no rth w ard  to Tomales 

Bay, seven miles away. If the  logging w eren’t  stopped, silt from  erosion could 

partly  fill the  two bays we were fighting to  save. C lerin Zum w alt an d  H ow ie 

Allen, Ranch chairm an, were assigned to  represent the Ranch.

For $500,000, Dr. Righetti h ad  quietly sold the logging rights on  her 

ranch  to the M atthew s W alker T im ber C om pany  o f  Coos Bay, O regon. In 

April 1969, th a t com pany set up  tw o portab le  sawmills an d  started  cu tting
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Tenacious w om en, 

y o u n g  a n d  old, are 

w h y  M arin  C oun ty  has 

preserved its open space, 

bay lands a n d  fa rm  

lands. The old m ilk ing  

barn, now  Z u m w a lt  

Gallery, displays the 

history o f  West M arin  

a n d  A u d u b o n  Canyon  

Ranch.

furiously, p lann ing  to take ten  m illion b oard  feet from  the property. They 

d id  a sloppy job and  started  a fire. Sol Silver nailed  th em  because they had  

no  p e rm it for a sawmill, an d  the supervisors p ro m p tly  enacted  a n inety-day  

freeze so they could w rite  a new  ordinance. Before this, however, tw o h u n 

d red  West M ariners held a funeral m arch  for the  trees. Some lay dow n, 

blocking Highway 1, and  several, includ ing  P lann ing  C om m issioner Mel 

H arris’s son, w ent to jail.

The logging firm  fought back. They hired  Dr. Paul Zinke o f  the  U niver

sity o f  California D ep artm en t o f  Forestry, w ho  stated, “This is one o f  the  best 

logging operations I’ve ever seen.” The coun ty  re ta ined  Bob Burge, also a U C  

forester, w ho stated, “This is one o f  the worst logging opera tions I’ve ever 

seen.”

A rrigoni asked Zinke, “W on’t all the  ch u rn ed -u p  soil go into the Bolinas 

Lagoon?”

“Sure,” said Zinke, “A nd so will all o f  Mr. Tamalpais an d  the Bolinas 

Ridge. It’s na tu ra l for the lagoon to fill u p  w ith  silt.”

A rrigoni countered, “Well, let’s n o t accelerate it.”

Finally, the  case w ent to  trial in  Alam eda, where Dr. R ighetti lived. M al

oney, no ted  for his jugu lar approach, filed crim inal charges against Dr.

Righetti and  the loggers. The m ost im p o r ta n t  expert 

testim ony  o n  the soil erosion question  was tha t o f  

C lerin Zum w alt, w ho, according to Maloney, w on the 

decision for M arin  County.

In  his best Kansas drawl, Z um ie  to ld  ab o u t the 

m en  w ho  h a d  cleared these forests for logs a n d  fire

w ood  a cen tu ry  before, and  ab o u t the Irish po ta to  

farm ers w ho  had  plow ed the  land  stra ight u p  and  

dow n. H e showed pho tos  o f  land  slides from  prev i

ous logging operations. H is story, entirely scientific, 

was so en terta in ing  th a t the  co u rt  was spellbound, 

and  the  judge ruled for the county.

Later, M aloney took  the  logging battle  to the state an d  got it to  change 

the “ou trageous” logging rules tha t had  been m ade  by ow ners o f  tim berlands 

themselves. C om m ercial logging never resum ed  in M arin  County.

Anarchy in Fairfax

Fairfax lies on  the eastern side o f  the Bolinas Ridge an d  is reached from  

the west by a steep road  starting  at the C anyon Ranch. It is a rustic  tow n

86  S A V I N G  T H E  M A R I N - S O N O M A  C O A S T



w ith  steep narrow  streets an d  spectacular views o f  M t. Tamalpais an d  its 

tree-covered ridges. Today its citizens are ou tspoken  environm entalists, b u t 

tha t was n o t so twenty-five years ago. News o f  o u r  success in stopping  eagle 

shooting spread, an d  a year later I dragged Zum ie 

into ano ther confrontation . Frank  Egger, a Fairfax 

councilm an, h ad  called to  tell m e th a t Fairfax M ayor 

Sousa had m arked  forty-tw o m adrones in the Fairfax 

City Park for felling because they  had  “peely bark.”

This is a na tu ra l condition , b u t  C o u n ty  A gricultural 

C om m issioner Allan Ballard had  p ro n o u n ced  the 

trees “dead or dying.” Egger also to ld  m e th a t the trees 

were to be cut by relatives o f  the  m ayor for firewood.

N oth ing  raises m y b lood  pressure like the  cutting  

o f  a ru d d y  bark  m adrone, one o f  California’s m ost

beautiful native trees and  essential for insect an d  b ird  habitat. I rose to  the  

bait, picked up Zum ie, an d  off we w ent to  the Fairfax Park w here a chainsaw 

was already w hin ing  o n  a ye llow -ribboned tree. Z um ie  inspected  the  trees 

and  p ronounced  th em  healthy. The tree cutter, an  unem ployed  electrician, 

adm itted  th a t peely ba rk  was norm al. H e said he w ould  go w ith  us an d  talk 

to the mayor. M ayor Sousa w asn’t  in, b u t  Egger was there, an d  said, “I’ll c o n 

vey the w onderful news to the m ayor th a t  all the  trees are healthy.”

Z um ie an d  I th en  w rote  to  M ayor Sousa on  o u r  impressive Ranch sta 

tionary, laced w ith  the  nam es o f  w ell-know n attorneys and  citizens, an d  sent 

copies to Ballard and  som e coun ty  agencies. We u rged  th a t  tree cu tting  be 

halted an d  tha t the native trees along the  creek be preserved. It tu rn e d  ou t 

tha t Sousa had  in tended  to cut bay trees there  also, and  to  stra igh ten  o u t the 

stream.

We had  the letters hand-delivered to key people an d  u rged  the  recipients 

to phone  Sousa th a t evening. The strategy w orked. Sousa, angry  as hell, 

stopped  the  cu tting  and  referred to us in the press as “anarchists.”

For m ore  than  th ir ty  years C lerin Z um w alt exemplified the  spirit o f  

A udubon  Canyon Ranch. H e was kno w n  as the  “Sage o f  M arin  C o u n ty ” and  

helped upgrade its environm enta l ethic th ro u g h  his scientific knowledge and  

engaging style. Like Bugs Cain an d  m any  o ther naturalists  I’ve know n, he 

was an unabashed  p ro tec to r o f  wildlife an d  w ild places. Z um ie  died on  

Earth  Day, April 22 ,1996, at age eighty-five. A m em oria l service was held in 

Volunteer Canyon where his friends and  family gathered to celebrate his life. 

His ashes are scattered near Alis’ Tree, a cen tu ry -o ld  D ouglas fir n am ed  for 

his wife.

The R anch has always 

f e d  its volunteers well, 

w hether a t our annua l 

M o th er’s D ay  barbecues, 

periodic fundraisers, 

board meetings, or 

special events like this 

1969 dedication o f  the  

R anch  as a N a tio n a l 

Landm ark.
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C H A P T E R  S E V E N

Training the Troops

Recruit and train your troops to carry on when you wear out.

— State Senator Peter Behr o f  M arin  C oun ty

a  u d u b o n  Canyon Ranch was originally concerned  w ith purchasing  

/  1  ranches, establishing wildlife preserves, educating  the public, and  

-Z. A .  fighting freeways. But it soon  becam e apparen t tha t o u r  preserves 

on  the Bolinas Lagoon, an d  later on  Tomales Bay, could end  u p  as isolated 

islands o f  beauty  in a sea o f  m ediocre  sprawl so typical o f  u rb an  California. 

To prevent this n igh tm are  the Ranch adop ted  in 1968 a radical shift in policy 

as yet u n tr ied  in California: recom m end ing  th a t the  entire w atersheds o f 

Bolinas Lagoon an d  Tomales Bay (an d  later the  en tire  county) be m anaged  

to pro tect the ir  ecological quality. To do this it was necessary to tra in  people 

w ho could influence coun ty  an d  state agencies and  political bodies o n  the 

ecosystem approach  to land m anagem en t practices.

I ju m p ed  headlong into the coun ty  p lann ing  process as chair o f  the 

coun ty ’s Environm ental H ealth  C om m ittee  for West M arin  and  a m em b er  o f  

the coun ty ’s new  E nvironm ental Q uality  C om m ittee  w hose in ten t was to 

develop a new  M arin  C ountyw ide Plan based  on  ecology.

To help accom plish these am bitious goals, the  Ranch created two s tra te 

gically com plem entary  tra in ing  program s: first, the  D ocent P rogram  in 

N ature Education; and  second, the m ore  politically o rien ted  Environm ental 

F orum  o f  M arin . The latter was the  first effort in the  state to  actively tra in  

leaders in environm enta l advocacy an d  environm enta l health.

From  these two tra in ing  p rogram s have em erged som e n ine  h u n d red  

citizen p lanners w ho have becom e wildlife educators, guides, political lead 

ers, coun ty  supervisors, state health  officers, agency directors, naturalists, 

and  Ranch board  m em bers. Both courses teach the  students th a t ecological 

quality an d  so u n d  land-use  p lann ing  are essential for h u m a n  health  a n d  a 

healthy environm ent.

Stan Picher was a genius at securing funding  an d  new talent to greatly

A u d u b o n  C anyon  

R anch naturalist R ay  

Peterson trains and  

enterta ins R anch  

docents in the m ag 

nificen t outdoor class

room o f  Volunteer 

Canyon.
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Each spring, students  

a n d  Ranch visitors can 

view  the m a tin g  a n d  

nesting behavior o f  

egrets and  herons fro m  

the H enderson O ver

look. In the distance is 

K ent Island, Bolinas, 

a n d  the Pacific Ocean  

beyond. N a tu ra l history  

is taugh t by trained  

Docents, Guides, a n d  

Ranch H osts-a ll 

volunteers.

expand  the  Ranch’s tra in ing  p rogram s. O n  M arch  18, 1969, at the  dedica

t ion  o f  the  A udubon  C anyon Ranch as a N ational N atura l L andm ark  by the 

N ational Park Service, we took  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to launch  o u r  new  docent 

program .

We held  a chicken barbecue b eh ind  the  cow barn in the Ranch yard for 

three h u n d red  distinguished guests. There, after the Park Service dedication, 

it was m y privilege as chair to  an n o u n ce  th a t the  Jun ior League o f  San F ran 

cisco h ad  g ran ted  $44,608 to  the  R anch for a tra in ing  p ro g ram  for Ranch 

docents. “Stan P icher” I said, “will be  supervising the three year p rogram .” 

The crow d w ent wild w ith  applause.

Behind us, the he ro n ry  tha t had  m ade  this w onderfu l gift possible was in 

full display w ith  stunn ing  white egrets descending into the ir nests in the red 

w ood  grove.

Stan th en  explained to  the  crow d in his crisp an d  excited m anner, “In 

add ition  to opera ting  the sanctuary, the  R anch’s o ther m ission is education. 

Last spring there were tw enty  th o u san d  visitors to  the Ranch, w ith  m any 

classes o f  school children. This great expansion o f  visitors has created a need 

for a high quality  interpretive p rogram .”

Stan never d id  th ings in a small way. He con tinued , “These activities will
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Edris Cole (left) was our  

only p a id  office s ta f f  in 

the early years, runn ing  

the day-to -d a y  opera

tions a n d  later the book

store fo r  th ir ty  years. 

Skip  Schw artz (right) 

a n d  his late w ife  Karen  

were both graduates 

o f  the R a n ch ’s docent 

tra in ing program. Skip  

has been our R anch  

M anager since 1974.

require tra ined  docents, w ho will becom e p a rt  o f  the  A udubon  C anyon 

Ranch Volunteer Council, to  lead tours  at the  Ranch an d  staff the  office, a 

na tu re  store, a display room , and  a h e ro n ry  overlook. School children  and  

teachers will be educated  by docents w ith  slide shows in the ir ow n class

room s before they visit the Ranch. In  addition , vo lunteer 

docents tra ined  in na tu re  education  will be placed in cooper

ating conservation organizations, sanctuaries, an d  parks.”

The Ranch h ired  M rs. R em bert (Rem m y) Kingsley, a 

w ell-know n environm enta l educator, to develop the course.

Notices o f  the course were sent to the m edia, an d  o u t o f  sev

enty  applications, forty  qualified people were selected. Thus 

was b o rn  the first annual docen t tra in ing  course o f  the 

A udubon Canyon Ranch V olunteer Council. Over tw enty- 

five years, som e four h u n d red  w om en  an d  m en  have been 

trained. M any o f  these volunteers have becom e strong  su p 

porters  o f  the Ranch program s, have con tribu ted  to its fu n d 

ing, an d  have served on  its b oard  and  com m ittees. T hey  also 

provided  a pow erful constituency in ten t o n  saving M arin  

County.

D ocent tra in ing  program s are now  alternated betw een 

the Bouverie A udubon  Preserve in Glen Ellen and  the  Bolinas 

Preserve o f  A udubon  C anyon Ranch. H ere is the schedule o f  

the first docent class:

Lecture 1 — Ecology o f  Bays an d  Lagoons, H aro ld  Gilliam

Field Trips: Kent Island Salt M arsh, Bolinas Lagoon 

Lecture 2 — C oncept o f  an  Ecosystem

Field Trip: San Francisco Bay Tour 

Lecture 3 — N atura l H isto ry  o f  H erons an d  Egrets o f  Bolinas 

Lagoon, C lerin Zum w alt 

Take-home Exam ination

By 1997 the course h ad  expanded  to  tw enty  tra in ing  sessions an d  field 

trips led by experts in  the ir  field an d  coord inated  by graduates Cia D onahue, 

Betsy Stafford, Jeni Jackson, and  Patti Blumin.

Skip Schwartz— CEO

As p ro o f  o f  the  quality  o f  the  Ranch’s docen t tra in ing  course, an  early 

graduate, M aurice “Skip” Schwartz, has becom e one o f  California’s forem ost
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Debbie A b lin  a n d  N ancy  

B arbour have been 

active on the R anch  

B oard since 1962, 

provid ing  long-term  

stability  a n d  com m on  

sense. Their husbands  

were m y  medical 

colleagues.

wildlife sanctuary  adm inistrators. For m ore  th an  two decades he and  his 

family have lived in the  h istoric B ourne house, from  w hich he has overseen 

the grow th o f  A udubon  C anyon R anch’s educational an d  scientific p ro 

grams. T he annua l budge t has g row n twenty-fold; his staff now  num bers

fourteen, including three fu ll-tim e naturalists, an d  the  R anch endow 

m en t fund  is grow ing to ensure long -te rm  fiscal responsibility.

Skip has m ade sure th a t the w ilderness areas an d  wildlife habita ts in his 

care are protected , th a t necessary p ro p e rty  is purchased, historic s tructures 

are restored, an d  new ones are construc ted  in  a m a n 

ner tha t befits the pu rpose  o f  A udu b o n  Canyon 

Ranch an d  preserves na tu ra l habitats.

Skip has overseen the m any com m ittee  and  

b oard  m eetings th a t are needed  to  m ake a com plex 

organization  o f  this size succeed. He has established 

effective relations w ith  the  com m unity , o th e r  envi

ronm en ta l groups, an d  w ith  the four A udubon  

branches th a t  are the  sponsoring  backbone o f 

A udu b o n  C anyon Ranch.

In 1996 the Ranch celebrated its 35th  anniversary 

w ith a form al p a rty  where ACR president Len B lum in, Skip, Z um ie  an d  I 

were all dressed in tuxedoes, a far cry  from  o u r  early years.

Creation of The Environmental 
Forum of Marin

D uring  the battle for Tomales Bay we decided th a t every coun ty  needs an 

E nvironm enta l F orum , w hose p u rpose  is to give people  the  scientific edge 

an d  political tra in ing  needed  to defend the ir env ironm ent. Since its fo u n d 

ing in 1972, The E nvironm enta l F orum  o f  M arin  has selected an d  tra ined  

m ore  th an  550 citizens to be effective and  influential spokespeople o n  envi

ronm enta l issues th a t are usually political in nature.

The need for The E nvironm enta l F o rum  was obvious to  Stan Picher and  

me. At crucial Tomales Bay hearings, we cou ldn’t rally o u r  troops to  speak; 

they d id n ’t know  the issues. However, we still urged th em  to a ttend  as 

“nodders and  frowners.” It often boiled  dow n  to only  a few people w ho 

could square o ff w ith  o u r  opponen ts , w hich included  som e nasty  superv i

sors and  developers.

The E nvironm ental F orum  o f  M arin  was b o rn  at a m eeting  o f  A udubon  

C anyon Ranch b oard  m em bers Stan Picher, M ary  Belle Van Voorhees, Howie
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Allen, Clerin Zum w alt and  me. M iraculously, the Junior League o f  San 

Francisco again g ran ted  the Ranch $44,000 for three years. Entirely separate 

from  their na tu re  education  grant, these funds 

enabled us to em ploy R em m y Kingsley again. She 

developed and  taugh t the  first course, assisted by 

G inny Havel, N ona  D ennis, Kathy Cuneo, Phyllis 

Faber, Maggie an d  D avid Cavagnaro, an d  Ray Peter

son. The latter three becam e full-tim e Ranch n a t

uralists, Ray for fourteen  years. Phyllis later becam e 

a founder o f  the M arin  A gricultural Land Trust, 

chair o f  the N orth  C entral Coastal C om m ission , and 

editor o f  the California Native P lan t Society bulletin ,

Fremontia.

Later, the  F orum  becam e indep en d en t o f  A ud u b o n  C anyon Ranch in 

order to give it freedom  to  take political action. For its first three years, the 

F orum  concentrated  its tra in ing  on  the Tomales Bay w atershed, w ith  field 

trips using the new  C ountyw ide Plan an d  the new  env ironm enta l studies o f 

Bolinas Lagoon an d  Tomales Bay by the  C onservation  F oundation . Ian 

M cH arg’s book, Design W ith Nature, was required  reading.

I was the first beneficiary o f  the F o rum  course w hen I ran  for d irec tor o f  

the M arin  M unicipal W ater D istrict in 1973, and  Pam  Lloyd o f  the first 

Forum  class was m y cam paign  m anager. She succeeded m e on  the w ater 

board  and  later becam e a d irector o f  the  Regional W ater Q uality  C on tro l 

Board. M any o ther graduates have h ad  effective env ironm enta l careers, and  

som e have been elected to  office, inc luding Senator Barbara Boxer. Karin 

U rquhart becam e the president and  later the  executive d irec tor o f  the M arin  

Conservation  League, retiring  in 1995. She was succeeded by Jerry Edel- 

brock, a professional p lan n er an d  educator. In  1997 the  F o ru m  celebrated 

tw enty  five years o f  m aking  env ironm enta l h isto ry  in  M arin  (see Appendix).

Today the F orum  course is self-supporting , opera ted  by  volunteers w ho 

tra in  th ir ty  students a year. The F orum  publishes a quarterly  bulletin , holds 

g raduation  cerem onies, and  has an  active fo u r-h u n d red -p erso n  ph o n e  tree. 

Every tra inee is expected to becom e an expert in  one area o f  conservation. 

Z um ie and  I were m ade h o n o ra ry  lifetime m em bers  in 1992.

The troops are also reaching o u t to start fo rum s in o ther counties. 

M arin  Supervisor H arry  M oore an d  his wife, Callita, b o th  graduates, along 

w ith  officers Julie G rantz  and  Karol Raymer, helped create a sim ilar m odel in 

Sonom a C oun ty  in 1995 focusing on  Russian River w ater supply issues, 

w hich concern  b o th  counties.

R ay Peterson (left) 

a n d  John Kelly are 

professional, well- 

tra ined naturalists 

a n d  scientists. R ay  

m anages the education  

program  a t  the Bolinas 

Lagoon Preserve, and  

John heads the A C R  

scientific program  

w ith  headquarters 

a t Cypress Grove 

Preserve.
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